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CHAP X- ConoluM
" I believe," resumed the <>i !>« »-, " it. give* n.e

power to foreclose tho mortgage, ut any time,
if I oliotme "

'* Conditionally, on your giving 'he other I
party, or to hia attorneys, &o , fifteen days' i.< -

tice,"' suggested the lawyer, htifilttliin^ out his
loog fingeis. and ohsing tlu in again with a

nervous twitch.
"Exactly; exactly," siid Aveling. 4' Now,

tell me.suj p< se the party should lw in France
at this time, and I were to give him due notion,
would that be valid according to French law?"

'. PuifectJy bo," answered (Tie attorney " Un¬
lets ho have this large amount with him, or

can command it on hi* credit, it would be im-
pnesihle for him to ptevent (he fort closure."

11 1 have thought of that, und uui, 1 think,
safe. so far. Ho in an over scrupulous fool, who
profcim-s to have some oonaoientious notions
about the Hinfuliuai of holding alavett, and wh-<
would have net the whole lot he own* free, if
hia father had not, like a true Southerner,
mortgaged the property over and over again.
The result ol thin fool's scrupulousness in, that
be is |»oor, and obliged to depend ii|win the re-
turns of a t-mall i-hare in a business in New
York, whilst he lets his slaves Work for the!
benefit of his oveiveera and the creditor* of the I
evtate."
The legal spider smiled contemptuously at

this sacrifice of |>em>nal interest to eonscienco,
and expressed his inability to comprehend such
egregious folly.

" And this property," he remarked, sharpen¬
ing his hard nails with a pcti knifj, ' you w».h
nie to purchase f "
"Thoie is purchasing, and purchasing,'' re

plied tl.e othor. ''You know what I desirn
and th« simple question is, whether you will
aid me "

" For a consideration of.well, never mind !
The terms arc n ffi.iicntly liberal," resumed
Gaetano, " uLd I sin not disinclined to u**iat
Jou. I shull acquire all your ri^ht^>, aiid so

forth, aud aui to pr* coed against this Monsieur
VVray as you hIihII direct '

No tueroy !" gasped Mark.
«:e»rly understand," said tie attorney;

.1 ,li".y » n'er into yoj.r views. Yon say Men-
tieur Wray in in Paris."

.' 1 met iiini, only a few evenings since, at a

soiree," replied Mark; "I followed the hack¬
ney carriage that to. k them home"

" Theni ? " ejaculated Pobignni.
I'Yes; she was with hiir," resumed the other.

1 ^ ou n<y good friend "

" 'ruc; >«»u douot know. I mean that Leon¬
ard and bis si»u-r were there, and that I have
ascertained w here they are staying. Tlioy are
at sn hi.tel, not far from here."'

" 7hey must be watched," suggested the at¬
torney.

Do not lose sight of them an hour," ie-
marked Aiding.

' I observe, in the deid, the name of a slavo,
wh« beat a the same name as the young lady
you mentioned just now," said Pelbgrtni.

Ha she.atie hciseif,'' exclaimed Mark,
vehemently ; « a* prcly a piece of property as

a m<iu ever had tho chanoe of securing."
"But did you not say she ia sister to Mon-

«enr V\ ray ' atked the attorney, opening his
hawk's eyes in some surprise. ¦

Mark Aveling langhed contemptuously, but
it was in bitternets of fpirit

She;H what wo call a while negro in our
country " he said. " 1 here are thou anda ench.
She is Leonard'* ester, it ia true, but only on
the father a ndo The mother of the girl was
as near her color ft* two peas They say sl.c
WHS one of .Ifffereon'a descendants. You could
n »t have diatii.|cuiiil,rd her from a white ; only
fur her hair. Old Wray lought her on spec,,-
iatam, but us k wich a fancy to her, that ho
and (us wile quarreled on it, and parted. She
caught the fever and died, in Chariest, n, some
ten months after. Milly Wray kept the old
man a houae dur.ng this time, and this is how
he eamo to bring up the girl he had by Milly
with hia aon Leonard. When ahe was seven
years .Id he sent her to school in the oity of
Vj * J.0.' n«»ne knew but that she was
Mias Mildred Wray, and Leonard's own bom
.Mtar. Now and then ahe used to come homo
tor a iM'ljrday, and then there would be great
doings, nhow.ng her off At last ahe grew np
to be a >ouiig woman, and the old man beoam.
aahaa,id to have her home any more, because
Ol her origin. The secret was carefully kei t

Jrcm her brother, who nearly wont mad when
he at la»t dw^-overed it. Hia father told him
he intended to leave hor frw, hot the youPK
headstrong would not hear of his beauti
ful si«ter a Iteing a slave and would not sane
U.m any act tf at oatablished the fact Thi«
lluo .eniimeiit however, did not anit the ered-
itur-; and when the old man died, abe was in-
oiwdad m the chattels and effeots personal, us a
natter irfcourse My father wim the lar^t
«ieditor, %hd whan he dwd 1 inherited tbn
whole ol his i roperty; for you tauat know I an.
an ouly son '

T he attorney l^gan to gather a cloe bi tho
motive which t.ad uidu.N'd Aveling tjseek hia
eo-operatirn lb* had uo institutive apprehen¬
sion that Dialioe au.l ounniog were ooming into
play, and Would find employment f.rr him He
etirred the fire,and gathered up hie long limbs
to loten more attentively.

' A",,1 kr,"w »bol« hie»r,ry of Mildre l
W ray roomed Aveling, '. f wan not inelmetl
to U» balked of the wish I had long entertain
ed .4 gaming |»**«w>ion of that pretty f.in,-*
of pmperty ; so I went we day t.* f^eonarti and
madd a hid for h-r, t.ffering to deduct the autn
trotn tii.. aofiunt he awad mo. Ha flaw int..
atnwerin* pnanu^, af,d bade mo loave the

Hnwevr, he calmed down presently;
and wb« n I had taiked the matter oyer with
him, ha gr .* more retba«sble, and aaid be
wonid tbmk over it I allowed some timo t..
pae-, and aa he did mrf take any notice, I went
to him a^ain lie Md me be hat] made
huI mind tt. Jerboa btnd.ng hiniaelf to my prot
cmutm I throned to ^|| h,m np, b.Uh,did not cjre for that, he aaid, and so m0 parted
On my way b ins', 1 bethought myself that if
I attempted to carry out my threat, the other
creditors wnold come in, and 1 might miss mv
oHeot after all. So I went to work and laHiitht
them tip, «CM1 after the other."

" Capital ta.iti. .an," exclaim# d the attorney
qn^e enraptared with the details of so cunsum
mate a \iftany.

' I thus becamo fole mortgagee of the prop
erty, continued Avelmg, 'and determined
now to wi'iini the g,rl. I went again to Leon
.rd, and told hnn how matters ttood, hot it
wae all of no use. He had taken oare the girl
should not know anything of what was going
on, and kept the place where aho was residing
a., elifia » ret, that it l»sffl«i l my utmost cf
forts to die..over it At la^t ahe fell Kick, and
ftfce phymt'ians ordered h*r to the S«>ntb for
ohange Her native air was r* commended,
and to save her Hie, she was brought boek
about.about.two years ago''
Mark s couutrnance changed, and be named

. moment
'

" I am quite ioter^ted," observed Pelligrini,
swetohtng out bis fingers again, in that old
«m<HNnfortable way of his.

" She remained there nnfil her health was

qnito rettored," resumed Aveling, speaking as

kia throat wete dry, u during whmh

time I had frequent oppoHfuittM of seeing her.
Unfortunately, I did not plww«e her iasttdious
fa*tr, and uo»- day I ditwovered ttiut 1 had a

rival. But I.-I will uot detain you with.
with".he stopped.
"Oh, pray do not mention that," said the

attorney; '. I do out wish to lone a word."
"Briefly," »aid Aveling, "I determined to

?eoure porWHOD of her. I ooncoo'ed a plan
tor running her off, when 1 was informed one

morning that ber brother and she had left for
the North. I went after them, without delay ;
but, having traoed them to Washington, there
lout all clue to them. To have mild the propsr*
ly up, would not have accomplished my object;
ho 1 left the country, to visit foreign lands, eon
signing the care of my affairs to my agent, who
ii now in PuriH concerning Ibeui.^

" I sen, I tM e it all now," remarked (tat tano
" What you n»iw want, is difficult and danger
out); but it may be done, if oaution in used

.. Id it a bargain hetwoen us, Monsieur Pel-
ligrinif" asked Aveliug.

- Yitu t-hail be aided to the extent of uiy
ability," answered tbo other. " It is agreed."
They weie still engaged disowning their

plan of ojiorations, when the lean man, Martin,
returned. He |;avc the door a hard slum, as

be cauio in, which mado the ancient black spi
.kr in the corner draw further back into his
hiding-place, and (Jaotano, the attorney, look
up. Martin retired into his clotet, without
noticing hie matter and bin client; and pres¬
ently the two went out together, leaving him
with hit* head in hie desk.

WASHIJNGTOJN, 1). C.

SATUKDAY, JULY 1, 1854.

" THK DUTY OF TO-DAY."

Iti reply to a remark in the Era, that to vote
for the re-election of a member to Congress,
dimply liecauHfl be had recorded hi* name

against the Nebraska Bill, would be going a

little too far, the Tribune Bays;
" Now the Tribune, certainly, has never pro-

|iimod.at all events, never intended.that the
usked fact that a member voted against the
Nt-brahka bill on its Anal passage, should be
taken as conclusive proof of his soundness on
the great question Ou the contrary, it bus,
with entire plainr.eKs of speech, exposed and
rebuked the dodges of that slippery Pennsyl¬
vania Trout, and other loose fish, who voted
againHt Douglas's bill on its final passage, but
helped it along when it most needed their help
during tbo pi ogress of the struggle. Here is
another of the sort.Mr. John Wentworth,
from Chicago, Illinois.a noby Wilmot Pro
visoist in other days, who is reported by the
Aurora Ihacoii, (ID.) to have written home to
one of his constituents as follows:

" ' Washington, Match, 1854
" ' Mr. /). Wheeler, Blackberry, III :

'"Mv Dkak Sir: We expect that the Ne¬
braska bill will como I mifore the House in a fsw
days, when wc hof>e to make short work of it
I HA VIC TOO MANY FAVORS TO ask OF (UR SEN
ATOKM TO QUARKKL WITH THKM.

'. 'Yours, truly, Jno. Wkntworth.'
" Here is the key to many a shuffling. dodg¬

ing coursc on the Iniquity.Members having
4 favors to ask' of the disburses of public pat¬
ronage on the one hand, and constituents to
obey and to hoodwink on the other. We want
no man rc-electcd who ocoupies thin -position,
no matter how he may have voted on any ques¬
tion connected with the Nebraska bill."
We do not know anything about this letter,

osi-ribed to Mr. Wentworth. It is best that
he should see it, so that he may furnish bis
frirnds with the necessary explanation as to
what he meant by making " short work of it,"
and ' not quarreling" with Senators. It is but
justice to Mr. Wentworth to say that there is
nothing in his record, throughout the struggle
on the Nebraska Bill, which indicates a dispo¬
sition to play falae to his constituents.

All ACT FOB THE DXFEHCX OF LIBEXTY IH
THE STATE OF COHHECTiCUT.

A great clamor has been raised about a nul¬
lification act. a&id to have been passed within
a few daya by the Legislature of Connecticut.
We find thin act. with a report of the proceed¬
ings thereon, in the New Haven Journal and
Conner. It in entitled "An act for the De¬
fence of Libeity in thia State, and is aa follows:
An Ad far the Drlratr of Liberty la this State.

Me it enacted by the Senate and House of Rejtre.
sentatiw*, tn General Assembly convened :

See. 1. Kvery person who shall falaelj and
maliciously declare, reprerent, or pretend, that
any free person i* a slave, or owes service or
labor to any f*rson or persona, with intent to
procure, or to aid, or assist in procuring, the
forcible removal of snob free person from this
State as a slave, shall pay a fino of five thou¬
sand dollar*, and be imprisoned five yeara in
tbe Connecticut State prison.

Sec. 2. In all cane* arising under thia act,
the truth of any declaration, pretence, or rep¬
resentation, that any person being or having
been in thia State, is or was a slave, ur owes or
did owe servioe or labor to any other person or

persona, hball not be deemed proved except by
the testimony of at least two credible witness¬
es testifying to facts directly tending to estab¬
lish the truth of suoh declaration, pretence, or

representation, or by legal evidence equivalent
thereto.

Sue. 3. Every person who shall wrongfully
and malioiously seize, or procure to be seised,
anv free person entitled to froednm, with in¬
tent to have such free person held in slavery.
t<hall pay a fine of fife thousand dollars, and
lis imprisoned five years in the Connecticut
State prison.

Sit. 4. Upon the trial of any prosecution
arising under this act, no depoxition shall be
admitted as evidence of the truth of any state
ment in such deposition contained.

Set. 5. If, upon the trial of any prosecution
arising under this aot, anv witness shall, in
beholi of the party accused, and with intent
to aid him in bis defence, falsely and wilfully,
in t' tifying, represent or pretend that any
person is or ever was a slave, or does or ever
did owe servioe or labor to any person or per-
snos, Mich witness shall pay a fine of five thou¬
sand dollars, and he imprisoned five years in
the Connecticut State prison.

Sac. 6. Whenover oomplaint or information
shall t>e mad" against any person fir any of¬
fence described in any scction of this act, and
upon such oomplaint ur information, a warrant
shall have been duly issued for tbe arrest of
suoh person, any psrson who shall hinder or
obstruct a sheriff, deputy sheriff, or oonstable,
in the service of such warrant, or shall aid
such accused pet-son in esoaping from the pur¬
suit of such effioer, shall be imprisoned one

year in the Connecticut State Prison.
Srr. 7. No declaration, pretence, or repre¬

sentation, that any person is or was an appren-
tioe fo* a term of years, or oaes or did owe ser¬
vice merely as suoh an apprentice for Mich
fixed term, shall be deemed prohibited by this
iMt; and no stick declaration, pretence, or rep¬
resentation, that any person is or was such an

apprentice for such fixed torn, or owes or did
owe setvioe merely as Mich an apprentice for
suoh fixed term, shall render any persoo liable
to any penalty under this aot.

While the bill was under discussion in the
Hence, Jone 28th, Mr. Hyde remarked that it
would nullify tbe provisions of the Constitution

and the 1mm of the land. Mr. Brandageede¬
nied .if be thought the b»U in oootbct
with the United State* Constitution, he wou 0
vote Mteitiot it. Mr. Oik ley toe** contended
tor the defend of liberty and tho protection of
freemen South Carolina can take a Northern
freemen and imprison him; and shall we not

protect the right- of men in thin State Mr.
Cornwell asked, will not the biU eonfl.o with
that part or tho Fugitive Siawe Law, r«laU,,«
to evidence? Mr. Brandagee answered, that
the Commissioner is merely a ministerial oth-

oer.he ha* nothing to do with judicial evi¬

dence.this law is deeigoed to bring the matter
where evidence can be presented.

Mutuant to amend, and to indefin^lj post¬
pone, were severally rejected, and the Kill then

paMwd.yi an 112, nays 85. -

THlf PEOPLE'S PAHTY IN M' &8&CH08E1T8

We rejoice to seo that tho first step towards
the orgii«tion of a Peopled Party has been
taken in Massachusetts. A correspondent,
writing from Boston, says:
"You will see that the right movement tor

tho now Freedom Party in this Mate h«s com¬

menced at old Concord, a moet fitting place, tor
here commenced tho old tight lor freedom, and
here begius tho new one. The pubho mind
all ripe for the formation of ihe new party.

Representatives of all parties attended Ho

mooting at Concord, which was , tie

22d. John 8. Keyos, Sheriff cf Middleecx
county, presided. Nathan Bro,.kH l)rHeyn-
oIiIh, and S. G. Wheeler, Whigs; W. L Rob-
inson and Ralph Waldo Emerson, Independent
Democrata; C. C. Harwell and Simon Brown,
Democrats, were present, and took an ao ive

part. The following gentlemen were appoint
ed a committee, to address the frieud- of free¬
dom throughout the State: Samuel Hoar.C.
C. Hazewell, D. Shatt.iek, Addison (J. fay, M-

mcn Brown, and It. W. Emerson. In its circu¬
lar, the oommitteo says:

« The iuhabitant» of Conoord, influenced by
the feeling, which seem t« P^adethe <Lorn-
men wealth, anxiously inooire what the, free
States will do, or should do, in relation to the
NoltriwVa 1«. Tho, think^
this State should adopt any practical measure
which may confliot with the views and puri*>-
m» of other parts of the Commonwealth. They
desire to confer with some of their ieUow-citi-
aens in different parts of the State, on J® .ieet of callinK a State Convention, to consider
and determine what measures the exigency of
the time demand of Massachusetts.
A Call ftr a State Convention is now in cir¬

culation. The People arc moving, and wo hope
the old political leaders and their organizations
will have tho good sense rather to aid than ob¬
struct the popular movement.

education in geokgia.

Some of our exchanges in Georgia are labor¬
ing to arouse public *entimtnt in that State to
the deplorable lack of education among the
people. A writer in the Federal Union says:

'.A eenerous patriotism is startled by the
fact as it stood in 1840. Upwards of thirty
thousand free, white, grown-up citizens in Geor¬
gia, unable to read or write a word of their
mother tongue! This number equals the en¬
tire adult population of this State, as it stood
seven yeaiVafter the olose of the Revolution.
Ton years roll bv, 1850 oomes, and the number
in that short time has swollen to forty-one
thousand! Many have looked with anxietv at
theeo figures, (and surely not without the best,
of reason*) who have not noticed the most d.s-
treming feature of the case. We refer to the
rapidity with which the number of entirely
uneducated freomen in Georgia increases. 11
increases more rapidly than ike entire population
does. By reference to the last census, will it
l* seen that between 1840 and 1850, the rate
of increase of the white population was a little
under 28 per oent. During the same time, tho
rate of increase of the number of adult citizens
in the State, unable to read and write, was over

241^ per oent."
The whole white population in (Jcorgia in

1850, above twenty years, was two hundred
thousand, and in that year there were forty-
one thousand, or rather more than one fifth,
over twenty, unable to road or write! And
yet scaroely a day passes in which we do not
hear in Southern speeches or see in Southern
papers, extravagant laudations of the system
which produces snob results as this.

The Greenvii.i.e (S. C.) Patriot Dominates
Douglas fur the Presidency, on the ground that
he baa " nettled the Slavery question on the
frreat principles of the American Revolution!"
and it ha* no doubt that the American People
will elect him by acclamation. Pctt.it should
run a* Vice President on the name ticket, for
having nettled the moaning of thoee great prin¬
ciples.

JuDcr. Smith.Some of the Caleb Cusbing
papers are denouncing Judge Smith, of Wiscon¬
sin, as an Abolition int. The Milwaukie Dem¬
ocrat says:
"The 'Abolition functionary' referred to

is an Old Line Democrat, who was a Democrat
when thi* renegade from all }>artips (Cashing)
wa« a Whig, an Abolitjonist, and a Tyler
man."
The Raton (Ga.) Independent Prtt* has a

short way of disposing of the Cuban Question
"The American Government," it says, ' should
go to Spain with the sword in one hand, and
the purse in the other." Take this or that.
if you won't sell you i<hall fight. The same

paper, styling itself Democratic, and regarding
itself as an organ of the groat National Demo¬
crats party, says of Mr. Toombs, he " is to-day
the ablest, boldest, and moat fearless advocate
of Slavery, and the social system of the South,
that there is in America."
An Anti-Nebraska State Convention in

New York, it is said, will be hold in Albany,
July 13th. The formal call is not yot issued.
Foreign Tourists and our Presidents..

Nothing is more oommon than for foreigners,
after visiting our Presidents, to fall into rap¬
tures about the beautiful simplicity and free¬
dom with which they have been received-
They go to the Whito House, expeoting to see

an array of supernumerary guards, gentlemen
in black and powdered, solemnly waiting, cere¬

monials, and trappings *»d stately introduc¬
tions, after the fashions of the mummeries of
the Old World. Their surprise knows no bounds
when they find themselves midenly, and with
the slightest possible ceremony, introduoed to
the President, who shakes them by the hand,
discourses gracefully of the weather, asks them
how long sinoe they left their own country, and
perhaps by a casual remark shows that he has
read considerably about if. Overcome by their
emotions, profoundly impressed by such sim¬

plicity and citility in the highest station, thsy

are apt to credit to the man what belongs to
the byeteui which he represents. la thw way,
each President, do natter what hi* real quali¬
ties, ha# been made the subject of extravagant
eulogy by certain ioreignors, especially of the
clerical order. We recollect how Mr. Fillmore
and Uoueral Taylor were extolled by reverend
gentlemen from abroad aod we now find the
Adminiktration papers, especially those which
affect great oontciupt for Knglish opinion, pub¬
lishing with exultation the following compli¬
ment to President Pierce, from l>r. Duff, lately
a delegate in thin country from the Free
Church of Sootiand :

" With regard to the civil J>**ad of that grout
republic, I hi list speak of him a* I found him.
I watt utterly astonished, after being accuHtom
ed to the unapproachable distance of their
high mightinesses and other royalties in the
Old World, to find the Prosideot of this grout
country, America, with a commerce nearly
equal to our own, and resources which, in time,
wilt prove vastly superior, coming down stairs
like a private gentleman, plainly dressed, with¬
out fuss, or show, or parade; and demeaning
himself with a l>enign kindliness of manner,
act well as the greatest simplicity, calmness,
aod dignity, Mioh as became the head of Hiioh
a great oountry. Here there was no footman,
or others arrayed in scarlet or golden drapery,
or parti colored raiment.no tinsel, no pomp,
no display whatever. I have no wish to grati¬
fy a sickly taste, by making any referenoe to
tUc stylo of weetern life, the household econo¬

my, or the private conversation; but I must
h iy that the irquirieB which this exalted per-
H 'tiago made about sundry affairs, the knowl¬
edge which he possessed of what was going ou

everywhere, and the desire to know about the
existing state of things, more particularly in
British India, were of a nature to indicate that
he was a man of graspiug and reaching intel-
ligcnoo; and, whatover might be the opinion
of mere partisan", that, he was one not unwor¬

thy to fill the high offioo which ho holds as

the bead of the greatest republic ho has over
seen."
The Congressional Anti Nebraska An

dress is said by the Washington correspond¬
ent of tbo New York Courier and Enquirer, to
have been adopted at a full meeting of mem¬

bers, representing all shades of opposition to
the repeal of the Compromise, and that it was
reported from a Committee of thirteen mem¬

bers, of whom seven were Democrats, and six

Whigs. The oall of the Sentinel up"»n tho-e who
voted against the Bill, and yet disapprove of the
address, to come out and bay so, has not yet
been responded to. We shall be happy to print
such disclaimers whenever they arc ready.

C0NGRK88.

In the Scn*te, to-day, Mr. Sumner presented
a memorial fur the repeal of the Fugitive Slave
Law, and gave notice of his intention to intro¬
duce a bill for that purpose on Monday next.
It will also bo percoived that the consciences
of Meters. Clayton and Pettit are at great un¬

rest on the subject of Slavery ; and that they
are zealous for the adoption of measures to
abolish the African dhivo trade. Mr. Houston
enlightened the Senate in regard to the early
struggles of Texas, and especially with respect
to her navy, as conducted by Commodore
Moore.
The House, after a protracted siege of voting,

disposed of the question of terminating the ses¬

sion, and then wont into Committee of tho
Whole, on the private calendar, and took up
the " Meade olaim," upon the affirmative side
of which Mr. Chandler delivered an olaborate
speech.

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS

Ibe two Houses to-day ooocurrod iu a reso¬

lution, reported from the Committee of Confer¬
ence, to adjourn sine die, at noon, on Friday,
the fourth day of August.

Thin resolution will not bo changed, unless
(as in probable) the diplomatic measures of the
Exeoutive may require the proenoe of tho
Senate, to oonfirm, and of the House to unite
in appropriating money to consummate, other
and more important treaties of annoxation.

Deap Letter*..Two little boys oalled at
tho Exohange Bunk of Selden, Withers, &

Co., this morning, to see if their money wa'<

good. One of them had a partially oharreii
one dollar bill, and the other a well smoked
eagle. They had picked them out of the rub¬
bish recently sent froui the Dead Letter Office;
and they stated that many other boys were

equally fortunate Wo think this thing oould
be better man&god.

Q5r"* The annual exhibition of the Sohool of
the Mines Tjaon took place to-day. This is
on* of the best school* for girls of which our

city boasts. It is located on F street, between
12th and 13th.

3^" The United States steamship San Ja¬
cinto, Captain Engles, yesterday morning drop¬
ped down the Delaware from Philadelphia,
preparatory to a trip to test the engines. Her
ordors are to be at soa not less than two days,
and the design is to go to Bermuda, which
will reqnire al>out ten days.

At New York, on Thursday, the steam
boat Buffalo, lying at her wharf on the North
river, sunk to her upper deek, having on board
at the time five hundred German umigranti
for the West. Thny were all saved, with their
baggage much damnged. The fort-hole for¬
ward had been stupidly left open.

L. George Raub, a German. thirty-
seven years old, said to have deserted his wife
and three children in North Carolina, blew
his brains out with a pistol at Philadelphia
yesterday.
The Riohmond Kxaminer urges the Govern¬

ment to get into a foreign war, to take the pub¬
lic mind off from exciting home questions ! It
wants Frank Pierce to play the old game of
European deepots.that of blinding the people
to their own wants, by brilliant foreign mili¬
tary achievements. Wo think this will hardly
go down with the Amerioan people. However,
if, in a recess of Congrem, the President com¬

mences a war, how will our Whig friends get
out of tho dilemma? In the Mexican war,
they claimed that, though it was a wicked war,
yet once commenced, « must be fought out.
Free-Soilers protested against such a slim mo¬

rality. If oarried Out now, all that tbo Ad¬
ministration hu to do is, to get into war with
Spain, and Congress will see that it is finished
handsomely, 'f he truth is, the opponents of a
war with Spain must give the slavery propa¬
ganda to understand that they will not vote
supplies for a war' in their interest, whether
commenced or not. Better the nation suffer in
her military glory, than that Freedom shall go
by the board..Hartford Republican.

8PEECH OF HON. CHARLES SUMNER,
UN TUB

BOSTON PETITION FOK TUB REPEAL 0» THE
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

Ih Senate uf ike United State*, June H, 1854.

Mr. SUMMER. Mr. President, I begin by an¬

swering the interrogatory propounded by the
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonkm.] He asks,
'¦ Can aiiy one suppose that, if the Fugitive Slave
Act be repealed, this Union cau exist ?" To
which 1 reply at once, that if the Uniou be in any
Way dependent 011 an act.Icauuot call it a law.
so revolting in every regard an that to which he
refers, then it ought not to exist. To much else
that ha* fallen frou) that Senator I do not desire
to reply, lie has discussed at length matters al¬
ready haudled ttguin and again in the protracted
debates of this session.

_
Like the excited hero ol

Macedonia, he has renewed past conflicts,
" And tbrioe be routed all his fbo»,
And thrioe he slew the slain."

(if what the Senator has said on the relations of
Senator*, North and South, of a particular party,
it iiMiot my province to speak. And yet I cannot
turn'from it without expressing, at least, a single
aspiration, that men from the North, whether
Whigs *r Democrats, will ueither be cajoled or
driven by any temptatiou, or lash, from the sup¬
port of those principles of freedom which are in¬
separable from the true honor aud welfare of the
country. At last, I trust, there will be a back¬
bone in the North.
My colleague has ulready remarked, that this

memorial proceeds from persons of whom many
were open supporters of the alleged Compromises
of 1H50, including even the odious Fugitive Slave
liill. 1 have looked over the long list, and, so far
as I can judge, find this to be true. And, in my
opinion, the change shown by these men is typi¬
cal of the change in the community of which they
constitute a prominent part. Once the positive
upholders of the Fugitive Slave Bill, they now

demand its unconditional repeal.
There is another circumstance worthy of espe¬

cial remark. This memorial proceeds mainly
from persons connected with trade and commerce.

Now, it is a fact too well known in the history of
England, and of our own country, that these per¬
sons, while often justly distinguished by their
individual charities and munificence, have been
lukewarm in their opposition to slavery. Twice
in English history the "mercantile interest"
frowned upon the endeavors to suppress the atroci¬
ty of Algerine slavery; steadfastly in England it
sought to baffle Wilberiforce's great effort for the
abolition of the African slave trade; and, at the
formation of our own Constitution, it stipulated
a sordid compromise, by which this same detest¬
ed, Heaven-defying traffic, was saved for twenty
years from American judgment. But now it is
all changed.at least in Boston. The represent¬
atives of the "mercantile interest" place them¬
selves in the front of the new movement against
slavery, and, by their explicit memorial, call for
the abatement of a grievance which they have
recently bitterly felt in Boston.

Mr. President, this memorial is interesting to
me, lirst, as it asks a repeal of the Fugitive Slave
Bill, and secondly, us it comes from Massachu¬
setts. That repeal 1 shall be glad at any time,
now and hereafter, as in times past, to sustain by
vote and argument; and I trust never to fail in
any jnst regard for the sentimentg or interests of
Massachusetts. With these few remarks, I would
gladly close. But there has been an arraignment
here to-day, both of myself and of the Common¬
wealth w hich I represent. To all that has been
said against myself or the Commonwealth.so
far as it is an impeachment of either.so far as it
subjects either to any just censure, I plead Open¬
ly, for myself and for Massachusetts, " not guilty."
But pardon mq, if I do not submit to be tried by
the Senate, fresh from the injustice of the Ne¬
braska Bill. In the language of the common law,
I throw myself uj»on " God and the country,"
and claim the same trial for my honored Com¬
monwealth.
So far as the arraignment touches me person¬

ally, I hardly care to apeak. It is true that I have
not hesitated, here and elsewhere, to express my
open, sincere, aud unequivocal condemnation of
the Fugitive Slave Bill. I have denounced it as
at once a violation of the law of God, and of the
Constitution of the United States. In violation
of the Constitution, it commits the great question
of human freedom.than which none is more
nacred in the law.not to a solemn trial, but to
summary proceedings.

It commits this question.uot to one of the
high tribunals of the land.but to the unaided
judgment of a single petty magistrate.

It commits this question to a magistrate, ap¬
pointed, not by the President with the consent of
the Senate, but by the court holding his office,
not duriug good behaviour, but merely during
the will of the court; and receiving, not a regu¬
lar salary, but fees according to each individual
case.

It authorizes judgment 011 ex parte evidence,
by affidavits, without the sanction of cross-ex-
amination.

It denies the writ of habta* eorjm*, ever known
as the palladium of the citizen.

Contrary to the declared purposes of the fra-
mers of the Constitution, it sends the fugitive
back " at the public expense."
Adding meanness to the violation of the Con¬

stitution, it bribes the commissioner by a double
fee to pronounce against freedom. If he dooms
a man to slavery, the reward is ten dollars ; bnt,
saving him to freedom, his dole is five dollars.
But this is not all. On two other capita)

grounds do I oppose this act as unconstitutional;
first, as it is an assumption by Congress of powers
not delegated by the Constitution, and in dero¬
gation of the righU of the States; and, second¬
ly, as it takes away that essential birthright of
the citizen, trial bvjury, in a question of personal
liberty and a suit at common law. Thus obnox¬
ious, I have regarded it as an enactment totally
devoid of all constitutional obligation, as it is
clearly devoid of all moral, while it is disgrace¬
ful to the country and the age. And, sir, I have
hoped and labored for the creation of such a

public opinion, firm, enlightened, and generous,
as should render the act practically inoperative,
and should press, without ceasing, upon Congress
for its repeal. For all that I have said on this
head, I have no regrets or apologies ; but rather
joy and satisfaction. Glad 1 am in having said
it; glad 1 am now in the opportunity of affirming
it all anew. Thus much for myself.

In response for Massachusetts, there are other
things. Something surely must be pardoned to
her history. In Massachusetts stands Boston. In
Boston stands Fanenil Hall, where, throughout
the |»erils which preceded the Revolution, our

patriot fathers assembled ta vow themselves to
freedom. Here, in those days, S|toke James Otis,
full of the thought that " the people's safety is the
law of God." Here, also, spoke James Warren,
inspired by the sentiment that "death with all its
tortures is preferable to slavery." And here, also,
thundered John Adams, fervid with the convic¬
tion that 14 consenting to slavery is a sacrilegious
breach of trust." Not far from this venerable
hall.between this temple of freedom and the
very court-Jiouse, to which the Senator [Mr.
JoMts] has refrrred.Is the street where, In 1770,
the first blood was spilt in conflict between Brit¬
ish troops and American citizens, and among the
victims was one of that African race which you
so much despise. Almost within sight is Bun¬
ker Hill; further off. Lexington and Concord.
Amidst these scenes, a slave-hunter from Virginia
ap|»ears, and the disgusting rites begin by which
a fellow-man is to be doomed to bondage. Sir,
can you wonder that the people were moved ?
"Who oaa be wise, atnaiwi, temperate and farioiu,
Loyal and neutral, in a moment ? No man."
It is true that the Slave Act was with difficulty

executed, and that one of its servants perished
in the effort. On these grounds the Senator from
Tennessee charges Boston with fanaticism. I ex¬

press no opinion of the conduct of individuals ;
but I do say, that the fanaticism which the Sena¬
tor condemns, is not new in Boston. It is the
same which opposed the execution of the Stamp
Act, and finally secured its repeal. It is the same
which opposed the tea tax. It is the fanaticism
which finally triumphed on Bunker Hill. The
Senator says that Boston is filled with traitors
That charge is not new. Boston, of old, was the
home of Hancock and Adams. Her traitors now

are those who are truly animated by the spirit of
the American Revolution. In condemning them.

in condemning Massachusetts, in condemning
these remonstrants, you simply give a proper con¬

clusion to tl|« utterance on this floor, that tk*
Declaration of Indei>eudence is ". self-evident

Here I might leave the imputations on Massa¬
chusetts. But the case is stronger yet. 1 have
referred to the Stamp Act. The parallel is of
such aptness and importance, that, though ou a

former occasion I presented it to the Senate, I
cannot forbear from pressiug it again. As the
precise character of this act may not be familiar,
allow me to remiud the Senate, that it was an

attempt to draw money from the Colonies through
a«Htamp tax, while the determination of certain
questions of forfeiture under the statute was del¬
egated, not to the courts of common law, but to
courts of admiralty, without trial by jury. This
act was denounced in the Colonies at once ou its
passage, as contrary to the British Constitution,
ou two principal grounds, identical in character
with the two chief grounds on which the Slave
Act is now declared to be unconstitutional; first,
as an assumption by Parliament of powers not

belonging to it, and an infraction of rights se¬

cured to the Colonies ; and, secondly, as a denial
of trial by jury in certain cases of property. On
these grounds the Stamp Act was held to be an

outrage.
The Colonies were aroused against it. Vir¬

ginia first declared herself by solemn resolutions,
which the timid thought " treasonable;" yes, sir,
" treasonable," even as that word is now applied
to recent manifestations of opinion in Boston.
But these " treasonable " resolutions soon found
a response. New York followed. Massachusetts
came next. In an address from the Legislature
to the Governor, the true ground of opposition to
the Stamp Act, coincident with the two radical
objections to the Slave Act, arc clearly set forth,
with the following pregnant conclusion :

" We deeply regret that the Parliament has
p seen fit to pass such an act as the Stamp Act;

' we Hatter ourselves that the hardships of it will
' shortly appear to them in such a light as shall
' induce them, in their wisdom, to repeal it; in
' the mean time, we must leg your Excellency to ex-
' cute us from doing anything to assist in the execu-

I* tion of it."
The Stamp Act was welcomed in the Colonics

by the Tories of that day, precisely as the uncon¬
stitutional Slave Act has been welcomed by im¬
perious numbers among us. Hutchinson, at that
time Lieutenant Governor and judge iu Massa¬
chusetts, wrote to Ministers iu England :

" The Stamp Act is received with as much dc-
p cency as could be expected. It leaves no room

' for evasion, and will execute itself."
Like the judges of our day, in charges to grand

juries, he resolutely vindicated the act, and ad¬
monished " the jurors and the people " to obey.
Like Governors in our day, Bernard, in his speech
to the Legislature of Massachusetts, demanded
unreasoning submission. "I shall not," says this
British Governor, u enter into any disquisition of
' the policy of the act. I have only to say it is an
1 act of the Parliament of Great Britain." Like
marshals of our day, the officers of the customs
are recorded as having made " application for a
1 military force to assist them in the execution of
' their duty." The elaborate answer of Massa¬
chusetts.a paper which is one of the corner¬
stones of our history.drawu by Samuel Adams,
was pronounced "the ravings of a parcel of wild
enthusiasts," even as recent proceedings in Bos¬
ton, resulting in the memorial before you, have
been characterised on this floor. Was I not right
in adducing this parallel?
The country was aroused against the execution

of the act. And here Boston took the lead. In
formul instructions to her Representatives, adopt¬
ed unanimously in town meeting at Fancuil Hall,
the following rule of conduct was prescribed :

" We, therefore, think it our indispensable du-
F ty, in justice to ourselves and posterity, a* it is

1 our undoubted privilege, in the most open and
' unreserved, but decent and respectful terms, to
' declare our greatest dissatisfaction with this
law. And ire think it incumbent vjwn you by no

P means to join in any public meantrex for counfe-
1 noticing and agisting in the. execution of the name.
' But to use your best endeavors in the General
' Assembly to have the inherent inalienable rights
' of the people of this province asserted, and vin-
' dicated, yid left upon the public record, that
' posterity may never have reason to charge the
' present times with the guilt of tamely giving
' them away."
The opposition spread and deepened, and one

[of its natural tendencies was to outbreak and
violence. On one occasion in Boston it showed
itself in the lawlessness of a mob, of a most for¬
midable character, even as is now charged. Lib¬
erty, in her struggles, Is too often driven to force.
But the town, at a public meeting in Faneuil
Hall, called without delay, on the motion of the
opponents of the Stamp Act, with James Otis as

chairman, condemned the outrage. Eager in
hostility to the execution of the act, Boston
cherished municipal order, and constantly dis¬
countenanced all tumult, violence, and illegal
proceedings. On these two grounds she then
stood; and her position was widely recognised.
In reply, March 27, 176(J, to an address from the
inhabitants of Plymouth, her own consciousness
of duty done is thus expressed:
¦ " If the inhabitants of Boston have taken the

legal and warrantable meant re* to prevent that mu-
1fortune of all other* the most to be dreaded, the ex-
4 ecution of the Stamp Act, and, as a necessarv
' means of preventing it, have made any spirited
' applications for opening the custom houses and
' courts of justice; if, at the name time, they have
' borne their testimony against outrageous tumults

[ ' and illegal proceedings, and given any example of
* the love of peace and good order, next to the
' consciousness of having done their duty is the
1 satisfaction of meeting with the approbation of
' any of their fellow-countrymen."
Thus was the Stamp Act annulled, even before

its actual repeal, which was pressed with assidu¬
ity, by petition and remonstrance, ou the next
meetingof Parliament. Among the potent influ¬
ences was the eutire concurrence of the mer¬

chants, and especially a remonstrance against
the Stamp Act by the merchants of New York.
like that now made against the Slave Act by the
merchants of Boston. Some asked at first only
for its modification. Even .lames Otis began
with this moderate desire. The King himself
showed a disposition to yield to this extent. But
Franklin, who was then in England, when asked
whether the Colonies would submit to the act, if
mitigated in certain particulars, replied: " No,
never, unless compelled by force of arms." The
great Commoner, William Pitt, in an ever-mem¬

orable speech, uttered words which fitly lielong
to this occasion. He said:
¦ " Sir, 1 have been charged with giving birth to

p sedition in America. They have spoken their
1 sentiments with freedom against this unhappy
' act, and that freedom has l>ecome their crime.
' Sorry I am to hear the liberty of speech in this
House imputed as a crime. But (lie imputation

' shall not discourage me. It is a liberty I mean
' to exercise. No gentleman ought to be afraid
to exercise it. It is a lilierty by which the gen-

p tleman who calumniates it might and ought to
have profited. The gentleman tells us America

' is obstinate; America is almost in open rebel¬
lion. I rejoice that America has resisted. Three

p millions ofslaves, so dead to all the feelings of lih-
erty as voluntarily to submit to be slaves, would

I' have been fit instruments to make slaves of all
the rest. L would not debate a particular point

p of law with the geutleman; but I draw my
' ideas of freedom from the vital powers of the
British Constitution.not from the crude and

p fallacious notions too much relied upon, as if we
' were but in the morning of liberty. I can ac-
' knowledge no veneration for any procedure, law,
' or ordinance, that is repugnant to reason and

I' the first elements of our Constitution. The
Americans have been wronged. They have been
driven to madness. Upon the whole, I will beg
leave to tell the House what is really my opin¬
ion. It Is, that the Stamp Act be repealed, ab¬
solutely, totally, and immediately, and that the
reason for the repeal he assigned, because it was
founded on an erroneous principle."
Thus spoke this great orator, at the time tute¬

lary guardian of American liberty. He was not
unheeded. Within less than a year from its ori¬
ginal passage, the Stamp Act.assailed as ^con¬
stitutional on the precise groands on which we
assail the existing Slave Act.was driven from
the statute-book.

But, sir. the Stamp Act was, at most, an in-

t'riugemeut of ewil liberty ouly, not of jtenunal
liberty. It touched question* of property ouly,
but uot the persoual liberty of any man. Under
it, no freeman could be seized a* a slave. There
wo* an unjust tax of a Caw pence, with the
chauces of amercement by a single judge without
jury; but by this statute no person could be de¬
prived of that vital right of all, which is to other
rights us the soul to the body.the right of a tiuin
to hintatlf. As liberty is more than property, as
man is above the beasts that perish, as heaven is
higher than earth, so are the rights assailed by
an American Congress above those once assailed
by the British Parliament; and just in this propor¬
tion must be our condemnation of the Hlave Act
by the aide ol the Stamp Act. Attd this will yet
be declared by history.

1 call «|K)n you, then, to receive the memorial,
ami hearken to its prayer. All other memorials
asking for changes in existing legislation are
treated with rwpect, promptly referred, and acted
upou. This should not be t*n exception. The
memorial simply asks the repeal of ail obnoxious
statute, which is entirely within the competency
of Congress. It proceeds from a large number of
respectable citiseug whose autograph signatures
are attached. It is brief and respectful in form ;
aud, in its very brevity, showg that-spirit of free¬
dom which should awaken a generous response.
In refusing to receive it or refer it, according to
the usage of the Senate, or in treating it with any
indignity, you offer an affront, not ouly to .these
litimerous petitioners, but also to the great right
of petition, which Is here never more sacred than
when exercised in behalf of freedom against an
obnoxious statute. Permit me to add, that by
this course you provoke the very spirit which you
would repress. There is a certain plant which is
said to grow when trodden upon. It remaius to
be seen if the Boston petitioners have not some¬

thing of this quality. But this 1 know, sir, thut
the Slave Act, like Vice, is of so hideous a mien,
that " to be hated il needs only to be seen; " and.
the occurrences of this day will make it visible
and palpable to the people in new forms of in¬
justice.

Princeton, TlL., May 27, 1854.
To th» Editor of the National Era :
We have just heard of the passage of the

Nebruska bill by thn Houso of Representatives.
Notwithstanding your oonstnnt warnings of the
dangor, it has taken us all by surprise, and
men of all parties are h ud in their denuncia¬
tions.

It seems to mo that it is neither good policy
BOr patriotic for the WhijpJ to attempt to mo¬

nopolise the spirit of opposition aroused by this
outrage, and to attempt to turn it solely to
party account. Their endorsement of one of
the Baltimore platforms is too fresh in the
memory of all, to permit them successfully to
change front to quick.
Away with all parties, and lay down such a

platform of principles as i« demanded by the
interests at stake and the evils to be opposed,
untrammelled by antecedents and pust differ¬
ences. L. D. W.

Marlboro', Mass., June 4, 1854.
To the Editor of the Natumul Era :
The passago of the Nebraska fraud, and the

following up with the enforoomentof the Fugi¬
tive Slave Law the last week, have, you may
well believe, opened a new chapter in the his¬
tory of politics, not soon to be forgotten. Men
of all parties como out boldly, and say, Throw
up all party organisation, and form one great
Northern party, whose motto shall be, Free¬
dom fur all, and never cease our exertions till
that bo obtained, no matter what shall tto the
consequences. Let them take care of themselves.
Down with the Slave Power, before it is too
late. This must bo done, aud done quickly, or
all will be lost. Elbridue Howe

Raisin, 2d mo. 22, 1854.
To the Editor of the National Era :

If agreeable to thy feelings, wilt thou insert
in the Era the following answer to Douglas's
question in hjs spoeeh in the Era of 2d month
9th, bearing date, " in the Senate, January 30,
1854?"

In that speech I observed these words, " Does
it require any higboi degree of civilization, and
intelligence, and learning, and sagacity, to
legislate for negroes than for white men 1v If
I may be permitted to reply, I would say, civ¬
ilisation, and intelligence, and learning, and
sagacity, may and do legislate for white men
but it requires (ho religion of Jesus Christ,
with the purs spirit of his Gospel, of "doing
unto others as ye would they should do unto
you,'' to legislate for the unslavod negroes of
our land
When inquisition is made for blood, what

shall we answer, who have so long been our
brothers' guilty keepers ? M ay every free man
in our country, who feels his responsibilities,
rise in his m<ght, and raise his voice against
the sm of slavery, and its further extension,
lest he t<hi be counted with the guilty.

Eliza H. Wells.

NKW8 FROM EUROPE

The royal mail steamer Kuropa, with date*
to the 17th of June, arrived at her wharf at 6
o'clock, last evening, 30th Shi brings mjv>u-

ty-six passengers.A mpaten reoMved from Vienna, dated
June 10th, stAtos that the Russians had made
another unsuccessful attack on Silistria on the
10th, when General l'u*kiovit«ch. the RonMan
oommonder, received a severe and painful con¬
tusion on the right leg. He had h«eo eom-

Eoiled to delegate hi" command to Gortsuha-
<.ff, and had l>een removed to Jiuwy.
A Turkish attack on the Inland of Mokan.

which in held by the Russians, *u also re¬
pulsed.
The Emperor Nicholan wan shortly expected

at Kiew.
It wan stated that-the Porte had signified his

acceptance of the convention pro}>o*ed bjr Aus¬
tria with referenco hi the eventual occupation
of tho Principalities
A telegraphic despatch, dated Gothland,

Jane II, says that both the French and Eog- <

Ush fleets were at Borlsund, twenty miles from
Swcabourg, and that they won Id attack the
latter place on or noon after the 13th. Thrro
were sixteen Russian ships of war in Saea-
bonrg, and they hnd blockaded the harhor by
sinking a ship loaded with rooks.
The Baltic fleet wad at Boreeund, tw< oty

ruilen from Helsingfois.
Three British steamers had destroyed the

ships. dock-vnrds, and stores, at Brakerstodt,
on the north of the gulf of Bosnia, estimated
at 3.50,000 roubles, and captured several ves
seln off Weab<»rg; and'on tho 1st of lune, four
steamers destroyed the ships, dock yards, stores,
&c., at Weaborg Tho damage here was esti¬
mated at 400 000 roubles.
The news of tho adhesion of Greece to the

ultimatum of the Western Powers causes great
surprise.At Athens there is complete concord among
the ministers. Tho three dismissed Generals
have made their submission.

Lord John Russell has been unanimously re¬
stated to his seat in Parliament by the city of
London.
The bill giving Canada an oleotive Senate

has passed to a second reading in the House of
l*ords.
Tho weather in Kngland was very dry,

canning some anticipations for the orops
The Pay« says that the question between

Franco and the United States, arising out of
the arrest of Mr. Dillon, in settled, nothing re-

maining for arrangement hut the lorm of com¬
pensation to he given
There is very wet weather in Prance, and it

excites fears for tho crops.
. American securitiM are firm, with a large
business doing.

K<«r floor there was a good inquiry, and
Baltimore and Philadelphia realised an ad¬
vance of 6d. a Qd. on last quotations.


